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prior to the glacial period, or that man roamed our
mountains, plains and forests more than twenty
thousand years ago, would have been shouted down
as an iconoclast and a fool. But to-day we have
positive proof that man not only inhabited North
America during the Pleistocene period, previous to
the Glacial period, but that Pleistocene man in the
New World was the equal if not the superior of man
in the Old World at the same time. In various locali-
ties, notably in gravel deposits at Frederick, Okla-
homa and Raton, New Mexico, human artifacts
have been found .associated with the skeletons of
known Pleistocene-period animals. Among these were
mastodons, camels, ground-sloths, glyptodons, horses,
elephants. Here, underneath the fossils, were found
excellently made flint arrow- and spear-heads and
other artifacts, so placed that there can be no question
that they were deposited before the long-dead animals
found their last resting-places in the gravels. Per-
haps, if we had only one instance to go by, we might
question this. But similar relics have been found
among the fossil bones of Pleistocene animals in at
least fifty localities in North America. And in more
than one instance, as at Colorado, Texas, the flint
weapons had obviously killed the creatures, some be-
ing within the skeletons and others embedded in the
bones.
As these fossil mammals are typical of the first
Glacial or Aftonian stage of the Pleistocene period,
which is roughly estimated to have been more than
five hundred thousand years ago, the men who made
the stone weapons, and used them for killing bison and
other huge animals, must have been well along on the